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WELLAND - Poverty has a financial impact on the community, the host of Taking Niagara By 

Storm told a crowd of nearly 40 people at Rose City Kids Theatre.  

John Storm opened up a dialogue about poverty and why it exists during the event on 

Wednesday night, and was just one of the speakers for the night. 

Elisabeth Zimmermann, executive director of YWCA Niagara Region, spoke about poverty from 

personal experience.  

Being a stay-at-home mom, and then an out-of-work single parent when her marriage dissolved, 

Zimmermann relied on social assistance living at the poverty level for more than a decade.  

“It can still bring me to tears,” she said, adding she was one of many people on social assistance 

who never thought they would need to rely on it.  

Catherine Mindorff-Facca, of Niagara Research and Planning Council, said poverty is not an 

individual problem, it is a problem for an entire community. 

Eliminating poverty requires an investment in a municipalty's strategic economic plan which 

requires the participation of politicians, local business owners and individuals. Doing nothing to 

help individuals move out of poverty has a large financial impact, she said.  

To put poverty into perspective, Mindorff-Facca said the social cost to Niagara is about $277 

million per year. That money could provide funding for 1,200 new homes, 648 public transit 

buses and employ 5,000 people per year with a $55,000 salary, and if invested properly, could 

aid individuals in obtaining a higher income and leaving poverty behind.  

Ward 3 Coun. Paul Grenier agreed with Mindorff-Facca that all programs providing income 

support for people living in poverty only sustain their lives, “not bring them out of it.”  

All municipalities in the region should make an investment in helping to end poverty because it 

“is a unifying force in Niagara,” he said. . 
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Storm asked Niagara Regional Police Chief Jeff McGuire whether or not there was a link 

between crime and poverty. 

Although it is difficult to find a direct co-relation, McGuire said he believed there was. 

People living in poverty face daily challenges, including the inability to find proper housing, 

employment and a lack of education, which can cause people to turn to crime which has an 

added cost for taxpayers, he said.  
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 About Poverty in Niagara 

Cogeco Cable 10 discussion on poverty will air on Oct. 31, 2012 at 7 p.m., Nov. 2 at 7:30 p.m. 

and Nov. 4 at 6:30 p.m. 

Food bank usage in Niagara has grown by 35% from 2006 to 2010 according to research from 

the Niagara Research and Planning Council. 

Families devoting 63% or more of their after-tax income to food, shelter and clothing fall below 

Statistics Canada’s Low Income Cut-Off. 

Persons with disabilities, recent immigrants and single mothers have the highest rate of poverty 

in Niagara.  

 


